SECC SET TO WELCOMES PARKINSON’S GLOBAL QUILT PROJECT

16 September 2010

 

The Scottish Exhibition + Conference Centre (SECC) is to welcome the arrival of the first ever global Parkinson’s Quilt. The quilt will be unveiled at the SECC during the 2nd World Parkinson Congress, taking place at the renowned Scottish venue from the 28 September – 1 October 2010.

 

The colourful quilt left the United States on the 14th September, courtesy of American Airlines and will be displayed in Glasgow for the first time, throughout the congress. Members of the public will also be able to view the quilt at the SECC, located in the Creativity & Parkinson’s Exhibit. Opening Hours to the public are: 29 September 1PM – 6PM; 30 September 1PM – 5PM; 1 October 1PM – 3PM. Entrance will be free to view the Quilt.

 

The Quilt Project was launched in December last year, by the US-based Parkinson’s Disease Foundation,  with the aim of raising awareness for Parkinson’s disease and the near 10 million people across the world, who live with the condition. Those affected by Parkinson’s disease have been encouraged to create personalised quilt panels using various mediums such as paint, needlework, iron-on transfers, fabric markers or even spray paint. 

 

These 2ft by 2ft individual panels have then been sewn together to produce 8ft by 8ft quilt blocks. Panels have been sent from all across the globe including the USA, the UK, Australia and Pakistan. A total of 39 blocks will be transported to Glasgow to be displayed during the World Parkinson Congress at the end of the month. Delegates at the congress will be able “Meet the Quilters” at a series of lunch break talks, where contributors will talk about their creations and the meaning behind them and will also have the opportunity to add to the Quilt Project themselves by creating their own panels. 

 

Ben Goedegebuure, Director of Sales at the SECC said: “We are delighted to be hosting such an important event as the 2nd World Parkinson Congress and to be playing a part in raising awareness for Parkinson’s disease and those affected by it. I am particularly looking forward to seeing the Parkinson’s Quilt unveiled at the SECC. Those living with Parkinson’s and their friends and families have put a lot of time, effort and creative flair into this unique project and we at the SECC are extremely proud to be the first venue to display the quilt in all its glory.”

 

Congress Manager of the World Parkinson Congress, Elizabeth Pollard, added: “Creativity is important to daily living for many people with Parkinson’s disease, meaning the Quilt Project has not only been raising awareness but also fulfilling the creative needs of those affected by the condition. Everyone involved with the WPC 2010 is excited to see the quilt on display for the first time here in Glasgow.”

 

For more information on Scottish Exhibition + Conference Centre, visit the website at www.secc.co.uk
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